FEDERAL    INDIA             103
cil will have to be a fairly large body consisting
of (say) 150 members. Of these, TOO would
represent British India and 50 would represent
the states. Those representing British India
would naturally be elected from the central
legislature of British India. The representa-
tion of the states would, however, present
difficulties. If all the 108 states which are at
present members of the Chamber of Princes
in their own right were to be individually re-
presented, the Council would become an un-
wieldy body. The feasible course would seem
to be to allot permanent seats to such states
as are clearly entitled to them by their area,
population and revenue. The rest would have
to be grouped for purposes of representation
in the Federal Council.
It may pertinently be asked how any Federal
Council could be formed to include the repre-
sentation of the 600 odd states, all claiming
internal autonomy* It should not be forgotten
that a large majority of them are so small
that they cannot maintain even the forms of
a regular administration* The Right Hon.
Srinivasa Sastri pointed out some time ago
that if any such federation as is discussed here
*?
is to take place, not more than thirty or forty